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Editor's File 

ft fe. notes and observations »hile |l«iifri»» thf riunces of 4 Mhit. 

It see.s Uke tha 256K r« .odiHcetion for the 8-bit ATftRIs Jas/is really 
« il lteM in this neck of the woods. 1 don't know . out other 
gatbertAf vm HM*.* ' :,w=„irf =n..u «ho have already created 



the .opsters and probably another dozen «ho are conteap Uting t. ^hi\f ^ 

Sine, lit wnth .arks the beginning of the V* »ik« t« "k* 

if $ tH..M«W,tb*t it b»s becoae a little predictable. ; 



I don't like that. 

• ^ >• 

.-w- „n» AM or coMUits for this change, or you'd like K to 

I'cim" St"!.'*:; rn'S,.i *t«c^...w- " 

ttfUii|§f V 00 the BBS. 

This .o.th He start ^''^'^f^^l^':^^'^ 
LikcMiold «you're trapped nov. Dick it's in printl ht t tlii OM •*» 

i!. I L thtroiw ii the 008 to take all the blaae/glory that com 
plAiqe liKil Jiw thww Vt "'''^ y.M6iBtter are articles by Scott 
with beino a pioneer, also IB tins wmths Itoisieuer are ar >.» , 

llttte-s! Ron Johnson and the ever coM«iicoli« 9m io»»t«....E»ioy. 

0, the year i. IT 11:^1^1 

■KMM ,"7*V,. fc, -.ou-h UHSA ioT optiaisi, but add to that the 

rebound... that al out ••«•»• ••O"?" ^m^m ^v- | , , 

spirit and will "to advance the cause' that se«s o be "^^^^^ 
^L\mi.mm «imJ the ne- year seeis to fairly glow »ith neH h«>r««M. 
■viraqe M»iu-9m» »« tk. vear iiith the anticipation of... "ell, 

So by all .eans, look J it. ^ sur* ^ou do your 

of a child on Christaas tornin,... and while J*^'^ J^^^^^^ 
part to Mko tbis a big year for your coaputer, your cotpotir Vm mq mh , . 

course) yottr«»H..« 



Herry Christtas... 
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RAMifications 

Dy Dick Litchfield 

This is just an introductory article on extended irieiDory for the ATAFI 800. 
Hopefully there will develop in the STATUS ranks a cult of those who will 
contribute prograas and ideas to take advantage of the extended ietory. Forn^ 
here are a few tidbits for those of you who are atteiiiptinq or considering "The 
AUri BOO-Plus 2S6K Heiory Hodif icatiQn''(c) by David 6. Byrd. For those of you 
who have sucessfuUy aade the aodification, read on... there lay be soM^iHf fNTt 
for you too! ' ^ 

AN IHPORTANT WOFD ABOUT SOLDERING IRONS. ..^fiiWv Weaning, use^tW^tt 
(or less) pencil type iron. Those pistol grip (lonstsrs of yesteryear will surely 
f^t you in trouble. If you don't have a Iom wattage iron, Radio Shack sells an 

soldering on the chips and the 30 watts for those wide traces on the board. 

Nhile we are on the subject of soldering, be sure to use a good grade of 

ROSIN CORE SOLDER. Use the smaller diameter stuff (I like the .032" diameter). . 
The iargtr stuff repires aore heat and that aeans aore lieit on the coaponents 
tcM)f It itiM Mliii to use a^MtiiMiit i&titring Hm* Flux cleans the aetal and 
allows the solder to flow and bond better. Paste fluK will do, but liquid flux 
works better and you are less likely to use too auch. Just dab a little flux on 
ficii connection before you solder it. Mhen soldering to runs on the board, gently 
scrape the green coating (its called a Huaaseal) off the run where you intend to 
solder jfld apply a little flux before soldenng the connection. 

CONSTRUCTION CONFUSION?? 

Tiiere seeis to be soae confusion about the wiring of the 74LS158s« Aa¥tKr 
this will help... " ^ ' 

Qiip lU is iounted on top of Z504. 

Chip ZX5 IS ftounted on top of Z503. '"^ 

When wiring ZX5 pins 7 and 4 to the 256K ffleaory chipc, it fY^irtt^ necessary to 
run wires to each fiesory chip. There are two fairly wide runs above the meffiory 
c^if sockets (chip side of board). The top trace goes to pm 9 of all the aeaory 
chips. The trace just below the top trace and just above the aeaory chip sockets 
goes to pin 1 of all the aeaory chips. Use these traces to connect the wires froa 
ZKS pins 7 and 4. 



two 



TESTING 1.2,3.. 



Hi9f>r »f« » couole of other tests that should be perforaed during the 
constru'ctinn. On paqr^ i*t« it «v« "WW M LAST TEST". T«Q other tests^ 
should be Mde before the 256K card is instilled. ^ ' 



TEST II 



iBstjll Ue Cfy board, m board, the 1st 16K iDemory board (mm slot «1) 
,ntf »h- B"ic cartridqe. - Wnir «fr tfc* tyttw. Again check for the blue screen. 
U wDu'don't oet thp blue screen or PEfiOY prooipt >«wr «« 
IhKl .H mrlmvi^mi^^* the last sucessful test. After the READY pro.pt, 
type "PRINT FPE(9P.-flie c(JWutir sho«l# fMf«M «th "15326" (Hith no drives, 
•odea or 850 attached). If all is ok then power d«*. 



TEST 12 



Install the other 16K board in meiiiory slot «2. Power up again and check lof 
tht bluf wtw* i*^ i«»'t t«t the scr»tB or READY proipt then power down 
and check the second 16K board •odificatiwt (jOiHr r*w»v«l bttWM (t Mtf^iU P 
and R, S and T) and then check the backplane •odifications. After ttf W«» 
prMpt type "PRWT FRE(O)". The cotputer should respond with "29710". If all is 
ok then power down and proceed tB-Himtiit ttrt* 

Uim OPTIOHAl TEST ttlMt 
If you don't have a spare 16K board, then proceed to Test #3. 

I call this the HWWll ttst. Since M •odHic»tio«i i«re tade to aeMry slot 
13 .there should be nothing that could Qo wrong. However, havim *»«l lii 
elKtrwict a Im ntft wA-hayiai nuaerious experiences with soaeone called 
•Hurphy" 1 chose to test it anyway. 

You MV Hf^Oft this Ust if you have a spare 16K board. However, the juapers 
(M to N P to R, and S to T) autt be ent to praiifly U»t 4b" backplane 
aodifi cation. Install the third 16K board in aeaory slot 13* P«ier up and check 
for the tiual *1m screen mi READY proapt. After the proapt. check available 
aeiiinrv again WIltT F!»E(OJ. The coaputer should respond with 37902. If there is 
a problea. check all work done since the previous successful test. -14 ell is ok 
tbM power down and proceed to TEST 13, - 

TEST 13 

Install the IfcK boards in Heaory slots 11 and 13. Install the 256k nesory 
board in Heaory slot 12. Now proceed with the instrMtions ifl the installation 
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i If all other tests were ok and you have problems after insertmq the 2j6k 

j ieiory board, then check your work on the 2j6K laeinory board. There is lost likely 
i a ff^lti^iiitk tki i##it4oft^f tte i^drtttiog chips ilU^lU). Chtck to s«e if 

all the wiring is in place. Also check for "cold solder" joints. Ail ^solder 

joints should tiave a bright and shinny look to thei. 

i SOFTWARE 

As stated by David Byrd« "The tost effective use di extended leaory is as a 
disk eaulator (virtual disk)". The EMDE/OS by H.V. Stacey appears to have been 
one of the first atteipts in this area. Stacey has since superceded EM^ iiith 
HACHft^ v|.la. MtfHMIS itdudes a cdiiif«ft lilt lAi^ alloMS you to cmif if^re 
the MS for extended meaory size (16K-256K), nusiber and density of drives, nuaber • 
of file buffers, and the extended aefiory type (i30X£, BOO-Plus, Axalon, Hace, 
Hosiac, Intec etc.). The Mindhtvtr Project has produced Nindhover DOS in several 
versions depending on your extended ffieaiory size. Windhover DOS has a nice feature 
in that DUP.SYS and HEH.SAV are raadisk resident and anytiae you Im tiie DUP 
packafi 4i loaded alaest tastantly froa ^ «^M^itk and y9«r f rograa if stHI^ ^ 
avaailable when you return to basic. I plan to cover these Disk Operating Systeas 
aore indepth in i- future article* . - , - ^ v 

To aake use of the the extra memory for other purposes requires switching the 
aiddle 16K aeaory bank OUT and a 16k aeiiiory bank of the extended aeaory IN. This 
rtquires using the hardware aeaory control register at SD7xx. Noraal aeaory is 
lauft 9 and tikt extended aeaory banks are 1 thru 9. More on this in a later 
article. . . 

- niat's all I have tiae for now. Hope this has piqued your interest in the 
ATARI 800; 'The best hoae coaputer available". 



' GIRARD C. LARKIN, JR. 


' ATTORNEY AT LAW 




PRICE, PERKINS & LARKIN ^ 




LYNNWOOD PLAZA, SUITE 350 


TELEPHONE 


621 LYNNHAVEN PARKWAY 


OFF: 486-7661 


VIRGINIA BEACH, ViflQINlA 23452 


R£S: 42S-2737 



Field Service Manuals 

by Dr. Knoi 

Do you hav» any of these probleis? ^ ^ ^ ^ » 

Your printer overprints^ iliicci»»>? 

b. Complete 'LOCKUP- while: 

Ui||l4Uf%ia W^£? ^%, ei u- - - ^^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

2. )Runnin9 user-iiritten pro^rats? 

3. JRunning Non-Atari prograas? 

2^t«li yo«r Atari 600XL cotpyter faili^ timi^f^^m turii§ tbt 

screen off? : ^ , . . 

3.fit1^ your tmiL coaputer: 

a. SYSTEH RESET aalf unctioning? 

No picture with the "STAR RAIDERS" urtridge? 
e» km of video sync (distortion)? 
n d. Loss or drift of audio? — - 

' 4.llith your Atari BiO Disk Drive: 

a. In speed "drift"? 

I b. Diskette incoapatibility or foraatting trouble?; :^ ^ 

c. iH*»i«'^ «wlit«tin| or fiilur«? 

5.Hith your Atari 1050 Disk Drive not booting "seeaingly" good coaaercial 
disk pf«r»^? 

6.llith your Atari 410 Recorder: ^TfM- H > v^x 

And lots of •ERROR I43s"? 

b. Cassette nil! load on another 410, but not on yours, nhile other 
tapes are fine on yours? 

c. Finding the right starting place of saved prograas? 
d/ Data you saved cmAi^ *ick tUiTf^ 

e. Error 138s or 140s? _ : 

To^fiid thrsolutions to thtse and other prohl«is,-iiliy #ot bro»se thru or 

check out one of STATUS'library of Field Service Hanualsf There is no charge 
to ietbersi just a deposit, and that can be a check your club treasurer will 
hold tnti!1« linirt niik iki aaterial. Or, aaybe yoit'd like replace that 
old ROH version, or your antiquated CTIA chip, or even upgrade that little 490 
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to •atcli its kigbrother's 4aK? Ail the iafii you'll netd is right there for you 

in your dub's library! ^ 



To wrap things up, hoN about a imi kits of trivia/#isioe frot jyst tht ttM^te 

sheets in those fSHs? When saving a prograa to your 410 Recorder using CSAVE, 
alMiys execute an LPRINT coieand first to reset POK£Y| and clear the data 
I/O line, ton't norry if you don't have a j^rifittr m get in "ERRW 138". 
Everything is OK. Avoid leaving the PLAY, ADVANCE or REWIND buttons engaged on 
your recorder aft^ tape loveaent ceases. This can cause tapes to stretch and 
warp! If you type "PRINT PEEK(S6383)" and hit RETURN, your coeputer uill print 
one of the foiioMing nuabers: 

S6 • leans Rev. A,NTSC version * 
0 - leans Rev. B,NTSC version 
249 * teans PAL (International) version of the O.S. ROH is installed. 

^ The Cpctor 




BEST ELECTRONICS 

ATARi OWNERS' BEST FRIEND 

MPP MICROPORT KIT S50.00 

MPP lOOOE MODEMS. . . $59. 00 

850 INTERFACE BOKR!^ .#8. 00 

800XL MOTHERBOARD & KEYBOARD.... $30.00 

BIT 3 80 COL. BOARD ##130. 

COMPUTEREYES . ......... v* iiitv*s.'i4m4 • • • • •• • • • • $110. Op 

5 1/4" DISK LABELS. 20/$0.75 

ATARI 1020 COLQR.fEN 5ET. . . .^^ . ........... $2 . 90 



BEST ELECTRONICS 
^.aOamSeAlanieda Suite 290 
San Jose. C A 95126 
(408) 243-6950 
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Assembly Language 

By Chrit ttmiHrt 



LECTURE FOUR 
BRANCHING 



* 



One of the .ost important ide« in'cwprtilif is tfc».c»M|A.M wa^^^^ 
..^ZllZlit^^ ab.Hty of the pro.ra. to execute diHer.«t rouUm h,- 
depending on conditions it ti» ti« of execution. 

Ite limiiionce of this capability is best realized by consideri«|.*J»i 
proor^ S^^^^^^ its absence. A pro,ra. .ithout conditional execution ^ 
Sd not be abfe to change its progra. flo. in response to conditions,... . 

t -.*fc-r yiirHc it HoaU AlMys mcute the saae code in exactly tht 
s..e d rEvrylin'of^ P-r« -I- folio* «J.tly the,,..e se^^^^^^^^ 
IS ^i^i^vexactly the sa.e operations. Not very interestin,, ri,ht? ... 

To get a grip on conditiowl t««Ctttio«».ii*^ to look at it in its 
«i.l«t expression. The si.plest type of condition.1 ^f- 1 not 

wSe 111 « cl««k of codei the 6502 «iU either execute it or I «ll not 
; U. iTi^ is on the basis of a J-'^-J ' ^^^^J^t' 
•Hi tell us to execute the chunk. »hilt *f.lit viH« till .U» 4502 not 

to iiKute the chunk. 

The^basic .echanis. for doing this is thronfc «« " 
. trm er of control. This involves nothing .ore than •It'^^'.^"' 'Ts " h.t 
oJn";! Vo:.arr«.n that the pro,ra. counter is a register in the 6502 that 

poinU tfl ''^'^'^^ 

Hhen that instruction has been executed, the progra. counter is increased 
by the length of the instruction (1.3, or 3 bytes, '»^JX mtw tno.* 
instfttctioBl. It no« points to the next instruction. Wt UttU ifstw »now 
the 6502 to st^ through a prograi in seiipnce. 

Ml mtMM *l#o instructions that -ill alter the value of the projrai 
^ countt^ ^1^*6502 to -other area of .e.ory an ano e pa 

oJ the Jrogras. The sieplest of these is the iHP instruction. It takes the for 
JHP LABEL. 
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This loads the value of the LABEL into the proqraa counter. Its effect is 
to oifce ike tid2 juop to the address oi the iMli aod continue the execution 
froi there. It is directly analogous to a 6010 iftstrection in M&IC. 

For coAditisoai execution «§ need soeething efre* lie need the 6502 to have 
capability to lake a binary decision based on a binary valtit. The scilittio» used 

by t^e 6502 involves flags. These are single-bit Boolean values stored together 
in a single kytt of the 6502 called the processor status register iSR). 

The status register is eight bits wide but stores only seven flags. These 
ii«ill #i(^«t4iMled H,V,Bti)tI|Zf iod C. You have already encountered the C 
(Carry) flag and the D (DeciiaU flag, tktf tl^t^t nt cimcerotd only 
Mith the N,V|Z, and C flags. 



The aagic 
instruction that 
itkH possible 
conditional execu- 
tion can take 
iany 4iDrti« its 
general fori is Bfv 
LABEL. The B stands 
for 'br«»ch'. The 
•f* stands for a 
flag, and the "v' 
stands for the value 
of the flag, either 
true or false. 
Hoiiemy in this 
case, we #VlK)t use 
the terainology 
•true or false*. 

Instead we use 
the terfts "ut" ^ 
•clear'. 'Set" iWhf 
the saie thing as 

or •true', nhile 
■dear' leans •«* or 
-false". The label 
is the address to 
which the 6502 - ^ 



MODEM 

PROTECIIOIL-.. 

YOU PiiaTECT YOUR 
COMPUTER FROM AC 
LINE SPIKES. MODEMS 
NEED PHONE LINE PROT 
ECTION TOO. CET STATE 
OF ART PROTECTION 
FOR $34 CASH/CHECK 
TOWACO ASSOCIATES 

BOX 7 " 
TOWACO, NJ 07082 



201-334-4443^ 



should branch if the condition is satisfied. If the condition is not satisfied, 
tbta tht 4502 Hill siaply skip this branch instruction and go to the following 
tnttmtimi. For exiipUi suppose that Me have the folloMiRg iastructioD 

sequence: 

BCS KARELIA 
IDA 115 
t ^IMaiA.i«k FISH . 

Himill iifit load the accuaulator with a zero. Then the 6502 encounters 
the BCS ("Branch on Carry Set") instruction, It looks at the Carry flag. If 
this flag is set then the 6502 will indeed branch to the label KARELIA, <Fof 
iU yiw 9ii^#(^y WiS| Karelia used to be in Finland.) In other words, if the 
Carry flag is set, the 6502 will skip over the LDA 15 instruction. Thus, a zero 
Mill be stored into PISH. 

mmr^ m m^fUm is cliif« thti yMr.4§02 nIU |tt.t#kt^^f 

branch. It will instead continue executing the next instruction, which will 
lui a 5 iAto the accum*l4tQr-.:i|in it will coie to the label KARELIA and store 
that 5 into FISH. Thus, the value of the Carry flif deteriines whether a zero 
or a five is stored into FISH. 

The converse of IM it BGfi C^BfMCk en Carry Clear"). This will cause the 
6502 to take the branch if the Carry flaf if clear. 

There is also a pair of sieilar instructiaitf for the V-flaq. These are BVS 
and BVC. They will cause the 6502 to branch on the value of the V-flag.t?). 

ieiiTllM situation gets unnecessarily confusing. The instructions for the 
Z-flag should be BZS and BZC~"ira«ch on Z Set" and "Branch on I Clear". ? 
Unfortunately, the duib designer of the 6502 thought he would get cute at this 
poiAt, so instead he called these instructions BEQ and BNE, for "Branch on 
Equal" and "Branch on Iht f^al". He etver •entioned what fct ttowght is 
supposed to be equal to what. We're stuck with it, so aake the best of it. 

Just reeeiber what these instructions really aean BZS and SIC. li fm 
think in teres of the ZHlag, it will work out just fine. If you try tii tklf^ 
is iwm of equal, your attention will be diverted froi the real 

truth of the eatter and yonny talm liiiifces. St keep your eye on the ball and 
thiM in teras of Z! 
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The next pair oi branch instructions use the H-flag. These are even tore 
insidious than the pfiffiiit§-ti«. They are called INI »d M, imiiiQ 'Bra»cii 
on Minus" and "Branch on Pius*?^ * 

At first qlance, these appear b ^ fei^tble sufestitutifmi for BNS and. 
BNC. AUer all, if you load the accuaulator xith a signed nuaberf and the 
ftttiber if fttfitivti tbto tlit Mlag will be set, while if the Auaber is 
positive, the IHlag wiH It cltar. 

Tbuft, it iioiiU iiM that m is truly 8i|uivaleAt to m and BFL is truly 
eqeifllifil io iflcrfNis If of laiiy a bug in begiimer's prograf. 

Consider the following fragient of code; 5^ i^ , 



This code is supposed to branch to POSANSR if FISH is greater than BOAT. 
AM^intitd, if FISM li ff't«tir-tk»<6Mr, then when yiHt luhfaract fiOAT froa 
FISH, you will get a positive result, right? Not necessarily! 



Suppose, Mr «iiiple, that the value tn^iSM if ICI itevvriw i« SMT 

is 1. Hhen the 6502 subtracts BOAT froe FISH, it will get a result of ♦Ct.'lhtf 
that the highest bit of result of ICO is set to h This is the value that Mill 
go ii^r tilt N-Hig. In other wordiY tha^ Fi6U it f^^i^ ##0 BOAT, tbt 
6S02 will not take the branch, and this code will fail. 

The iirii-of tbtt^tftte is, don't take those instructions literally. They 
are aisleadingly naaed. When you see BFL, don't think *lraiich on Plus*, think 
"Branch on N Clear". • Otherwise, you'll screw up soneday. By the way the correct 
bTMCb to uM-tihtbi ibovt preblea is BCS. ^ 



LBA FISH^ 

SEC 

SBC BOAT 

BPL POSANSR 





Atari Writer Form Letters 
And Labels i^visited 

By Ron Johnson 

[EBII«?'S mUilhii is Part TWO of Ron's Tm Part series on AtariBrittr.I 

FART II! THE HAILING LABEL ' 

I ys# tittlftit Irteli id Idn? strips often for lailinqs in iy job at Old 
Dominion University. The following five exanples show not only the three aost 
coMon label si zii« fait iteaonstrate four different fonts (im the Enson FX^W^K 
Fonts c«i*i itirif ii^ ft^fls just it t)Mfy mrt-tn the fore letter deio, but I have 
not done so here for clarity. The rows of nuabers show the physical size of each 
label and tbe taxi^ii space available far uitf text. I kivf given the trnt 
diMfmtoi of each label because reproductip in thi nmlvtiir tay not be to full 
size. ^ ■' ^ ' 

The Atariwriter foraat line is shown just Mi^yr'i^ Hbtl layout. I used an 

underline to indicate the inverse video letter Atariwriter uses with control 
characters. " " ^ ' 

This first liliel layout is standard 1^ cti ftl) MT ^it been fit to a label 

with physical diiehsions of 4" by 15/16". The foraat line would be: 

^ - .J 

B2 D4 Gl 15 J0 L10 R50 S2 T2 Y12 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 
12345678901234567890123456789ai2345A7890 
tSKS4l^7»90123456789012345678901234567890 
1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 
l2345678901234567890123456789ai234567S90 
123456781^123456789012345678901234567890 

This foraat would jjve a page length of 6 lines (instead of the usual 66) 
with a top and bottoe earqin of one line. This leaves rooa for up to four lines 
of label or other text. The right nargin is 40 plus left aargin for a width of 40 
characters. The left aargin depends on the setting of your strip of labels. 
Reaeaber that Atariwriter aeasures rows in half-lines, so Y12 indicates 6 lines, 
etc. Note also, that the labels have 1/16" between thea, so this is really a 1" 
label. This font is six lines per inch. Thus, the top and bottoa line often 
won't print on th# label unless the printer carriage is alined very carefully. 
The top of the ribbon is the top. of the . page. 
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Thi' second labs! layout is cwprsssed at 16.7 cpi '62) and has been tit to a 
label with physical disensions Q<,3; J5/1q». Ths format liflfl itttoM be: 

B2 D4 §2 15 J0 L10 R60 S2 T2 Y12 

12345678981234567899123456789812345678901234567898 
l23456789«123456?«Wi234547898i2345t78vgl234567898 
12345678981234567898123456789112345678981234567898 , 
12345678981234567e9012345t7898r234567S9ta234567898 
!2345*7e9ii234547898l23456789812345673921234567898 

1234567898123456789im«*789il234567898123456789* 

This foriat would qive a paqe lengtfc o4 «» -lines with the saM one line 
•arqin top and bottoi. .The right aarqin is left aargm plut 50. 

This third label Uyout is proportiwl priftt (63) and has been fit to the 
sate snail 3" by 15/16" label. The foriat line hquH bes 

B2 D4 63 15 Jfil LIO R40 S2 T2 Y12 

123456789012345678901234567890 
123456789012345678901234567890 _ 
12345678901234«*7S901234S67890 
123456789012345678901234567890 
12345<wrSg«lZ|45678901234567S90 , 
1234567eWll234S&7890l234567890 

> 

Thi« forMt kM mh »««9th o< fix lints and four lines of text as before, 
but noN has width of only 30 characters. • i« 

This fourth laltLkfttUt- i* itijll prwortional print, but now has been fit t 
a label with physical dieensions of 4" by t and 7/UV ttHMWllv 4" by I and 1/5" 
including swce between labjes), The foraat line would 

i4 D4 G3 15 J0 L10 R50 S2 T4 Y18 

123456789O1234567B901234567S901234567B90 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 , 

12-^.4567890123456789012345678901234567890 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 ^ 

1234567890123456789012345678901234567890 

twelve 



Thi-^ fr,ri;.t has paqe lenqth of flins lines noti with tuo lines wrgin top and^ 
bottoi qivinq five lines of text. The width is 40 characters. 

Thi^ fifth label layout is elongated print (tSELECTl E) and has been Tit to a 
label «ih the sa.e physical di.ensions of 4" by I and 7/16' as the one above. Th. 
foriit line would be: 

B4 D4 03 15 J0 Lie R30 S2 14 YIB CSELECT3 E 



1 !23i-*S<i»^Q*^*3 ^ 
1 S 3 ^ S "7 S *5» tZ> 3- 



4f> 



ISEUCTl E 



* 4 * ; < 



. 4 



Thi« forfliat would qive a page lenqtii Hint lim wth * top and botto. 
wgin of tw lines. This leaves rooii for five lines of address or otfctr tm. 
The right •ar?in it Itft oargin plus 20. 

Again! The left wrgin depends on the setting of your strip of labrti. Mnt 
out a «t of trial labtls oo ro^olar papor tp see where your left «argin is set. 
Earh of the label designs above has at least one line for top and bottoo eargin. 
Hake |0 or TO to eli»inate botton or tcp *argin respectively. This jives one or 
two lore lines for text. 

Hell. I guess your ready to try the practice disk. The saiple label lists 

are tin order as above)? 

LABEL. 001 : ' 

LABEL. 002 
LABEL. 003 
LABEL. 004 

LABEL. 005 ,„ . . 



Try printing each on regular paper and then on labels if you have a tractor 
unit, fisaeabsr that Atariwriter lets vqu print the whole file or one page or 
groups of seaueptial pages jnd any nusber froe one to 99! Sp^. if you want six 
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copies of label 12 type 'N' after the query to print nhde firt and specify paqt 
12 as the first and last |>a9B,,-IhBft indicate the number of rnpipc deeired (6). 

You can lalce tKt crtatiM of tht libel list easier by loa^in? Your foreletter 
data file (KEFBE.OOl), reiiiovinq unwanted lines, adding any needed lines, iodifying 
tkt ftrtat line, and resaving to disk as iJ^a.e^ti 

ADDENDUM 

The article by Frank Pitfl, ttariHrittr Underr^ P^t 11, in JAC6 
Hoveffiber, 1984, reprinted in the STATUS Newsletter in December, 1984, contaiftS a 
saall oiission. When using the [OPTION] D to transfer a block of text froa file 
to lilt as Frank explains, you lust actually sove the text in the original file 
before it is placed in the buffer by AtariWriter. Now, loi^'tll #-l^-4ilif pUct 
the CttTSor at the desired spot and do tOPTIONl D. The text will be placed in the 
Hill ♦U§. 

That's all for now! Look for Epson FX-80 prograas converted to ATARI Basic in 
future issues. 



STATUS Minutes 



FIRST NEiTUiS-tlovetber 14,19B5 



Prisident Gene Rodriguez opened the leeting by HBkD»ing the Mibers 
visitors. Status officers wire then rtcognized. 



PRESIOEMT'S REPQIIj Bene Rodriguez reported the latest inforMti* fNi ikirt 
Mrt othar lMr*Nirt m4 icftMrt CNpanies* 

MOM-PROFII CWWIIIEE REPORTS Mo report. 

f 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Dick litrtfield reporttd tlit STATUS Public Dosain Software 
Aiurd was sent to Trent Dudley. To date no reply has iWii rtctived. 

t 

TREASURER S REPORT? JaC. Petty reported the latest status of the treasury. 

LIMMRIAN'S REPORTS Dave Howell reported the "JACS Printshop Lil^y VoluM I* 
had been added to the softmre library. 

HCTIVITIES REPORT: Buck Maddrey introduced Don Sowar d. Don presented a 
dfionstration on using tht fttari to dtcodt and diipUy MTit code on the . 
scre^a 

i 
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OLD BUSINESS: Buck Haddrey reported tne arrival of STATUS business cards, 
i Cards were distributed to the oeibership. These cars Mill fct wmi tt proiott 
the club. 

NEW BUSINESS: David Levy introduced a iotion to anard the STATUS public ttmin 
i Software Award to Keith Ledbetter for his "Express 1030" prograi. The eotion 
I Mas seconM fcy Ste^ ftelt Mi Vm approvtii^ 

The leeting was then adjourned. 

SECOND HEETIM6-21 Noveaber 1985 

President 6ene mtifm «^ed tht mim by ntkoiing all leabM^t and 

visitors. 

* 

: DEHONSTRATIONS: Dick Litchf iit# ai#^l.€. «rtty iwwistfttfd Aiui BM •§ i»itfc 

n r the 28BK extended aeaory/raedisk iodifications installed. Buck Haddrey ^ 

j deaonstrated the 1020 plotter. 

SENINARS: Doug Boynton held a seainar on telecoaaunications and taodea 

protocol. 

: . .... . . : 

The atettiii Has then adjourned. 




i 

1 
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Telecomputing 

By Bouf Boyatofl 



Yeak, I kiMMi. I proaistil tfts.results.of an on-line survey this iionth. I 
•ust have been wder the inlluence o< allergy •ediciRe Hhen I -rote t^||. i ^ 
«on t belabor the point. But 1 will say that for the tost ftrt, interKtioB 
mi 'ih«-iH' ar* •»^'>' to on-line coaaunication. 

So as a substitute, 111 offer By own review of soae of the Senthsijt 
Hamtofl RoaiS iy^HS pterins to Atari users. Apologies in advance if I n 
forgotten your favorite. ^ j f . - 

NORTH END (491-1457): As dependable as the sun rising in the East, thi» 
systea, operated by To. Oekker, i» tie •lint ftt»rirbased JBS in the area. To. 
has expanded in recent .onths to include progr..8 for the Radio Shack Model 
m» MM-n percent of the downloads offered are Atari. Mot .uch .essage 
traffic here, altlraafh tber.'. a high «ir ami. Looks as if a lot of peop e 
check in often, but don t stay long. I«mfta4» art qo«l, b«t «.ff|^ froa^ow 
amber of iploads to kee|i t^fa fresh. On-line password application. 24 Honrs. 

TEHPLE (473-0643): Operated by Big aM little Nip Harrison, one of the 
friondlicst systeas in the area. Downloads usually updated aonthly with ^ 
whatever's cirront for the Rtari. Nessag. base is busy, and usually s ightly 
aausing. Other features include a tooch of religion (not oiforpwiorjng) , weekly 
contests, a^d unique iteos like on-line shopping. On-line passnord 
applicatioo. 24 Moors. 

007 USJ-i007): Operated by Don Peaberton, this BBS is anything bat 
Fftooootl^atos to the rather intricate i«koM and help screens, and to the 
host software «ake every visit unique. R largo ooloctioo of often one-of-a- 
kind doonloads. Once you get past the on-line password applicatioo 
and learn to live oith tbo board's ever-changing per>on4lity, you'll probably 
aake this a regular stop. 300/1200 baud. 24 Hojirtr-'^ , 

1030 Killer (xxn-mxli Operated by Donny King, this BBS is a real 
experience. The real experi«.ce is figuring out when ifs4ip and running, as 
the hours of operation are erratic. Downloads are, by and large, average liro. 
Younger uWs, oil*, Vi «»re, find the aessage base interesting. Hours vary 
froa day to day. 
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m Connect i on 4M»^#IM»f A tiilrf . fort^ CmAoai«o» 

according to the SysQp. Systei was too new to really offer a review last tite 
I called (I was caller 128). Claiu 24 tim service. PassMord application 
appears to te on-line. 

STATUS (468-1096): Operated by the local Atari users' group. Your SysQpi 
He. The usual crop of available downloads, a bit lit dependent iMkM^^ 
for new laterial. flessage base seeas service-oriented... where to, how to, who 
to see, etc. Sotetiees surprising, but often bland. 300/1200 baud. 24 Hours. 

There are soae others that pop up froa tite to tiae, and probably soae I'i 
not faailiar with. Hatch the systeas above, and check out their 'Other 
Nuabers" sections for tore. The iost interesting experiences itt in IMi^ 
folks who aay tie "testing" a new BBS on a weekend. Hatch for these 
opportunities. 

OTHER STUFF: COMPUSERVE'S S16«ATAR1 SysOps are begging folks not to 
aitetpt dowitfiite iurtiig the systea'i peak bot^t iBpa-lat Eastern), because the 
systea is overloaded to the point of being unreliable. TiiWrtwring systets 
like COMPUSERVE becoae slower and slower^ as iore people try to access the 
•aiftfr«it at tht fiat tine. 

COMPUSERVE has becoae the victia of its own success. What began as a way 
for U k R il9ck ithe tax-preparing peciple) to take aoney froa their ias|i)(i, 
coiputer sys^ inring tlii mni^^mtm mM n mi i « UwrmAf 

subsidiary so successful that the systea has suffered because of all the use 

it's getti^. fj;^,.,^,, ^ v ^^,0 

If you've been on lately, you're all too faailiar with the long delays — 
"FllE&IUSr — or perhaps been a victia of the systea seeaing to 'go to sleep' 
for ainutes at a tiae. It's still unclear to ae whether you get charged for 
that tiae on the systea. la told by custoaer service that you aren't, but 
'CONNECT TIME" flashei^i log-off coapared to ay stopwatch doesn't reflect that 
itateaent. A aove to a MN a^ke-^diadiaft^ier (Bpa-laa/laa-7aa) aould appear 
to be in order to better spread out the users. 

COMPUSERVE has been proaising new aainfraae equipaent to handle the load. 
Chances are, they're trying to figure out if current heavy usage is just a 
fad, or soaething worth taking that kind of investaent in. In the aeantiae, 
i d suggest burninf ^ the "FEE06ACK" lines (no charge while you're there) with 
coaplaints about how slow the systea is. It can't hurt; Mtt aiil, at tkt 
least, aake you feel better. " 
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FINALLY: The new Atari sodei say be out. So«e ftessages on COMPUSERVE 
iAdtcite MH iiilks htve thtt...aiid act trying to figure out how to use then. 
Hore on this as it develops. For ly loney, ikm^^km if tht oJ4 pS's 
(used nith AMQOEH 7.1, if you can find thee). 

In lany respects, this is the end of tlif stasoo. Wttr tkt Iteii Year, tany ^ 
of us in the ^l|"h^pin9 end of the group will be forced to turn our - 
attention to a neVcrop^f ''fpi^kies" who received new eftui|»fnt for the 
holidays. To those of you finishing your rookie season, congratulations... you 
Mde it. To those of you brand-new to coiputing or telecoiiunications, welcow 
rtoari! Iht dw bat ofMrntd to a ne» mlf^ of experiences. 

Hapjiy. holidaj(>» , 
NEXT TIHE: "THE MISMER HAH' 



Kidwritei^ A Reviemr 0 ^ 

by Scott HatheMS 



Oh. ..to be a kid again! ft kid with an Atari!! Hhere were tlH»r«ijw«»"S v- 
mNa I MS growing yp? And, Hhere were those great educational prograas fro. 

Spinnaker? ■>^'^:-''> : ^ ^-^^ : 

proqraa" that's .ore like a toy or giM thw M iMtriictional tool. Mhen I 

first looked into Kidwriter, written by Ji. and Jack Pejsa, and pr^^ by tht 
folks «t Spinnaker last year, I got that feeling. ' 

Yup, you guessed it. Spinnaker's co.e out Nith a word prKWsing progrii 
just for kids, and, knoM -hat? It's really nifty! Why even an old fogey like ae 
can have fun Nith it... 

Kidwiter tiiCMir«9is witing by presenting youngsters nith a kind of story 

board. To get their little creative juices flowing, it first gives the. the i 

chance to construct a picture like one in any story book they light *miyi«9 i 

araund. After they've "draNn' their picture, they can coapose a story in the j 

space provided beneath the picture. ! 

Thtrt ii M i»tr»dttctory deM that revieNS all pertinent steps of the 
«.»fB«. Th. authors sf IWirittr «fc»iottsly pat som thoii|M into this 
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beginning segftent, for it doesn't overwheli or confuse. It explains about 
■akinq pictiires and uriting stories to go with thei and relates these tasks t| 
the concept of creating a story book. Each page of the de«o is illustrated 
colorfully and contains clean, easy to understand directions. You can quit this 
introductiiw by pressing any key. . • 

Constructing pictures for a story is easy. First, a kid chooses a 
backgroMod. There are eleven choices ranging froa very basic tuo tone colors to 
a neat outer space backdrop. Froe theret objects caft-to^tcked and f Ucti 
anywhere on the background. Kidwriter offers 99 objects including people, 
buildings, toys, anitalSi and spaceships. A unique feature of the prograi is 
that a diild can change the size and color of the objects chostn. Thus, 
pictures can be turned out with variois hues and soee diiension. Keep in aind 
that "drawing" is done straight froa the keyboard. Mo stick is used which 
eliain^ a Irt of frustration for children. As near at I can figure, up to 8 
objects aay be placed on one background to aake a picture. Hhen the picture is 
fiA4sliiilt.it occupies roughly two-tbifds.of the screen. 

A block at the bottoa of the screen allows the kid to coapose a story 
atottl tfce picture he aade. Up to fi¥t iines of text aay be uritlfA 
block. By looking at the picture, the child has a stiaulus...that is, tm^Hi 
soaething to see and write about. Erasing text is a aatter of pushing a button. 



Kidwriter is fun« It encourages kids to write by being iiaginative in its 
approach and sii^le in its txtcution. Other "pluses' include a snappy autical 
acconpaniaent for each picture, the ability to create a story book by linking 
pages t and a Syaveyioad utility. 

On the downside, Kidwriter lacks a print function. Houldn't a child like 
to see a hardcopy of his text at least? Secondly, Spinnaker continues to 
product fTMt educational prograas with aediocre gra{>hics. Kiduritir ctn be 

iaproved with better graphics. And, why just 11 background pictures and only 99 
objects to choose? Jeeze...give the kid i^^ji^a^break!! 

Well, I sense that old feeling creeping in again... If you want to htlf 
your kid develop his iaagination and uriting skills, then check out Kidwriter. 
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President's Column 

I wo"ld like to tiitt IMs Bppwtunity to Nisb m ail Hm« Holidays, and 
specially to those oi m who assisted in nakinq STAWS M» fcett qroup in tht 
»ro. Your »s!i stmt throughout the year is greatly appreciated. 



BAMBO-H.L!!!, TERMINATOR-XL!!!!, and 800 256k H00...O«r Ht»d iKfci*. »»# - 
SKfitarv Hick Lit£h4ield, alooi with a leu. daring souls who got Quick lessons in 
soldering and 5che«atic^f»rtinq, h»vf incorpwattd *0M oi the »ore daring 
•edifications on their SOO's and BOOXL's. fin 800 witli' 2iK -Off tawrd, a wot\ 
msiw 9t im WS «Ml im up to par with the rest of the big guys, they even 
have the XL's actintMlkt flit Wt M thie *i*»'t a«rAii»ht, .sow 

electronics wizard is working on his 130XE, docueentinij «» *wti<«P««it «* rtHf 
to pass tfct- infflfiation around in the public do.ain so that we all can share in 
his discovery... 6m!!, I t»«*lr l*«t thty uiU call that ood. let's see... THE 
ELININATOR-XE... 



Me have a lOWXL exp«»4o»»ox and are ntiently uaitioqiQC soaeone to coae 
to th" rescue with a lod of sQ«e kind with scheaatics etc., our Head Techie says 
•Om o4 tl»se datt^l'll tal*a look at it...', if any one out there in User Group 
Land knows of 8 Mi to support tht 1090XL expansion box, let te know ...this thin? 
has possibilities... RAM Expansion. Serial/Parallel interfacing, Z-80 
co^ocKiw, 80 coluan video unitor inter face.. .Oh well.... 

Happy New Year to all... And with the new year cotes a new letting night tht FIRST 
Md THIRB HONDAY of the ionth...See you January 6th. be there 




Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
individual authors and do not necessarily express or reflect 
the opinions of the Southside TideMater Atari Technical 
Users Society. Soie of the laterial contained herein lay 
have been taken froi bulletin boards and newsletters of 
other groups and should not necessarily be construed as 
fact. 

The laterial herein lay be copied freely provided that 
full credit is given to the original author and the 
Southside Tidewater Atari Technical Users Society. 
S.T.A.T.U.S. is not affiliated with Atari Inc. 

Please address all newsletter correspondence to: 

S.T.A.T.U.S. 
Newsletter Exchange 
4836 Honeygrove Rd. 
Va. Bch., VA 23455 
IB04)49?-6021 

MEETINGS: S.T.A.T.U.S. meetings are held on the first and 
third Thursdays of each lonth at the Baylake Pines Private 
School, 2204 Treasure Island Dr., in Virginia Beach, at 6:30 
p. I. All interested parties are welcoie to attend. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: 

Subaitted articles are preferred on disk text files, but 

will be greatfully accepted on hard copy (including 

handwriting) if you do not have a disc drive. If you have a 

ioden, you can upload your articles to the Editor by calling 

499-6021. Articles tay be submitted anytime, but will 
probably not aake that lonth's newsletter if submitted less 
than one week before the regular ieeting date. 



S.T.A.T.U.S. BBS 

B04-46B-1096 
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